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in the previous war. Archie Sinclair gave it support in the House
of Commons and I tabled a motion in favour of it on behalf of the
Liberal members. I received support from all quarters of the
House, but the idea was first frowned on by Simon, then Chancellor
of the Exchequer, who suggested that it would involve interference
by Parliament with the responsibility of the Executive. However,
pressure increased as public expenditure expanded, and finally
the Government succumbed, and on 4th December the Select
Committee on National Expenditure was set up.

My name was freely canvassed for the position of chairman of
the committee. Archie Sinclair was sounded as to his view, and
he paid me the compliment of saying that he could not spare me
from my work as Chief Whip, but it is quite probable that, had
it not been for my official position, I should have been nominated,
especially as it was the general custom for a member of the opposition
to be chosen as chairman of parliamentary committees of that
kind. However, I make no complaint, as the chairmanship of
such a committee involves a terrific amount of work. Fortunately
we found an excellent chairman in Wardlaw-Milne, whose devoted
labours for five years are entitled to every recognition. After the
committee was properly constituted a small committee was appointed
to make recommendations as to sub-committees and to name
chairmen. Sir William Jowitt, Wardlaw-Milne and myself composed
it, and we had the help of a very able secretary, an official of the
House of Commons, Captain Diver. These officials of the House
of Commons receive very little limelight, they work in complete
obscurity, and their names are hardly known to the public, but a
more capable and efficient body of men I cannot conceive. They
write most of the reports, and their guiding hands are largely
responsible for the high standard of parliamentary papers*

I wanted to take over the War Office sub-committee, in the
light of my experience in the previous war, but my colleagues
insisted on putting me in charge of the Navy, as the Admiralty
had the reputation of being very sticky and reluctant to part
with information. I must say I enjoyed my work on that sub-
committee.

We travelled up and down the country in search of information,
visited most of the dockyards, torpedo factories, naval works and
stores. I was lost in admiration for the personality and character
of naval officers: they have a fine tradition and there is an absence
of red tape.

But both my committee and myself became convinced that the
Admiralty do clainl too many posts for flag captains that should
more properly go to either civilians or engineer officers. We were
given charts showing channels of communication, most elaborate,